Discuss the Undiscussable
Group Exercise

Wisdom Wall – Unedited Notes
Group 1:

Ilhamallah Ferrero, Ani Zonneveld, Saqeb Mueen, Leila Ezzarqui, Mariam Tutakhel, Usama Hassan
Frustrations: 

· Level of shallowness of debate within the Muslim community

· Western and other International Media’s prejudice, stereo-type, and shallowness about defining the debate of integration and Muslims

· Muslims denying each others’ space

· Instrumentalization of Islam by extremists, fundamentalists, feminists, and patriarchic leaders

· Sick and tired of lack of solidarity amongst Muslims

Country-Specific Issues:
France

· French government policy

· Negative focus on immigrants especially as scapegoats
Germany

· Identity crisis of Germany as a nation

· Post holocaust syndrome at the expense of Muslims

Italy

· Low level of education within the Muslim community

· Lack of knowledge about and dialogue with the Catholic Church

UK

· Radicalization amongst youth

· British identity crisis

US

· Concern of recent court case curtailing civil liberties

Questions:

What about Muslim Integration excites you?

· Future of Islam will be molded by Western Muslims and lead the Muslim world

· More grass-roots, organic Islamic identity, which is authentically Western

· An Islam without cultural baggage

· Building a mosque in Milan

· New awareness and growing interest in Islam leading to better understanding of Islam, especially in the Muslim world
What are enablers within your country?

France

· Private sector with its diversity charter (affirmative action/positive discrimination) with an implicit emphasis on Muslims

Germany

· Dynamic process

· Enablers in developing stage

· If the state can overcome the mutual compromise between church and state, then we have an enabler

Italy

· Judicial settlement to allow freedom to practice one’s religion freely (ie: Islam)

UK

· British values (rule of law, traditional compromise between faiths)

· Prince of Wales

US
· American Dream

Group 2:
Soumicha Ghezzal, Khalil Aitblal, Shareefa Fulat, Houda Mazyek, Waqas Waheed, Imane Karich
Frustrations:
· Angry about emotional reactions of Muslims

· Frustrated about endless actions list needed to improve situation of Muslims

· Frustrated about lack of long-term strategy

· Frustrated about lack of self-criticism

· Racism within Muslim community

· Tired of being caught in the middle of “Muslim vs West”

· Tired of Muslim victim mentality

· Lack of knowledge amongst Muslims about rights and responsibilities

· Of double standards of majority of group

· Of lack of responsibilities of Imams

· Of defending myself

Country-specific Issues:

Belgium

· Lack of credibility and representation of Islam

 France

· Sense of secularism – law against religious symbols
Germany

· Difficulties to produce halal meats

Netherlands

· Lack of efficient Islamic institutions

Norway

· Dominance of Christianity in Elementary Schools

UK

· Crisis of multi-cultural model

Questions:

What about “Muslim Integration” excites you?
· Increasing critical questioning by Muslims

· Possibilities offered by new technology to work together all over the world

· Increasing interest of European Muslims in political participation

· Increasing consciousness of issues and will to change

· Increasing will of Muslim youth to learn and practice Islam

· Increasing level of education of Muslim youth

· Recognized, efficient and accessible Islamic Information Center

· Increasing cooperation between Muslims and ‘western’ communities (independent from Muslim countries)

What are enablers in your country?

Belgium

· Improvement of quality of religious teachers in official schools

France

· National education system allowing all children to be considered equal

Germany

· Efficient inter-faith ‘trialogue’

· National ‘open mosque’ day

Netherlands

· Interest of politics in religious matters

Norway

· Unity in the determination of the start of Ramadan

· Council of all Muslims schools of thought

· Presence of a Muslim Social Advisory Council

UK

· New legislation against religious discrimination

Group 3:
Samina Ali, Nur Hamurcu, Jamal Mahmood, Ensar Eminovic, Hayrettin Aydin, Tufyal Choudhury

Frustrations:
· Superficial discussions:

· Within Muslim communities about headscarf and what is obliged (issues of theology and doctrine)

· Stupid Imams with no interaction and input by community

· Muslims trying to talk for other Muslims across the worlds

· Antiquated ideas about how Muslims should date/get married, including differences in treatment of men and women

· Muslims that think of Islam as a religion of the hereafter only: do not address issues of today

· Outdated Khutbas

· Continue to organize ourselves in ‘tribal societies’, linking religion to ethnicity

· Having to always explain Islam to non-Muslims
· Fear of knowledge

· Rigidity being mistaken for piety

· Angry that woman are gang raped and that this is condoned by authorities

· Prejudices among Muslims based on appearances

· Muslims have no sense of priorities

· No sense of how to have a public image

· Self-interested leaders

· 1 class of Muslims speaking for another, not recognizing the unique differences

Country-specific Issues:

Bosnia

· Muslims are majority, suffered genocide, but never resorted terrorism

· No problems with integration

· Well organized institutions with proper institutionalization of Islamic community

· Grand Mufti’s Initiative: Declaration of European Muslims

Germany

· Integration only demanded of Muslims
· Youth movements

Netherlands

· Open dialogue as the ‘correct’ Islam

· Radicals

· More bridge builders

· Needs for consensus
· Open dialogue with government

UK

· Class issues

· Radicals

· Northern Irish Catholics (experience of another community)

USA

· Alienation of younger generations

· As they are integrated and find disconnect with older generations

· Government representation

· USA culture of acceptance is positive

Questions:

What about “Muslim Integration” excites you?
· Hope that support for Islam will be institutionalized at the EU level

· Hope for equality as a religious community

· That issues for Muslims will go away so that we can be normal

· Presence of Muslims will create a more plural/diversified understanding of European society

· Diversity of Muslims in Europe forcing Muslims to think and consider the news/perspectives of other Muslims and allow space for those encounters

· Rising number of critical well-educated Muslims

Group 4:
Yaser Qadhi, Jenin Assaf, Nadja Lutvikadic, Wasim Dabboussi, Tahir Anwar, Aftab Malik

Frustrations:
· Stuck between a rock and a hard place / extremists and conspiracy theorists

· Defending Muslims regardless

· Tribal mentality

· Not stepping up to responsibility

· Denial

· Perception that we are non-integrational

· Being labeled as isolationists

· Perception that Islam and being Western are different 

· Tired of proving commitment and patriotism

· Tired of having to explain my personal views on religion

· Tired of explaining

· Why are we blamed for everything

· Being profiled

· Tired of intolerance

· Women/Islam question (defending)

· Focus on mentioning ethnicity and religion in relation to crimes committed by Muslims
· Tokenism – being asked to speak in panels etc. to give image of inclusivism
Country-specific Issues:

Australia:

· Profiling by media

· Class and multiculturalism

Bosnia:

· Profiling by local government and international community

· Feel we now have a voice

UK:

· How much should be integrated w/ political system
US: 

· Profiling by government

· Lack of choice of Muslim spokesperson
· Lack of spirituality in upper class upbringing
Questions:

What are enablers within your country?
Australia:

· Exposure of extremism is out, can deal with it now

· International support to fight it

· Acceptance and understanding

· Integration (no fear of being Muslim in Australia)
Bosnia:

· We are already western – integration (500 yrs. Old)

· Islamic community established (500 yrs. Old)

· Promote Islam in Europe

· Makeup of EU needs to include Islam due to Bosnia being in Europe

· Can be bridge

· Providing opportunities for Muslims to be in Europe ( ex: women coming to Bosnia to study

Italy:

· I don’t feel there is baggage
UK: 

· Hope in youth, youth contributing on all levels of society/politics/activism

· Diversity of Muslims

· Prior to 9/11 private individuals, now we have to step up

· Richness and diversity

· More knowledgeable about Islamic law

· Social progressiveness
US: 

· People’s kindness

· Disconnect between people and government
· US constitution based on religious freedom

· Multiculturalism of US and diversity

Group 5:
Zaid Hassan, Shahzia Sikander, Irshad Manji, Hisham Hellyer, Yasmine Allas, Sherif Diwany
Frustrations:
· Hypocrisy – my relation to faith and spirituality is personal. 

· Education and basic human rights have been homogenized 

· Ensuring more pluralistic media representation, certain type of image. 

· Self-segregation and insularism in places we settle.  Looking to the West for destination and bench-marks of “Progress.”

· Adopting wholesale – even rushing towards homogenous standards. 

· Sense – (overwhelming) of victim hood – no faith in ourselves.

· We ignore alternate visions of “modernity.”

· Lack of pro-activity and submission = Submissiveness.

· From the mainstream: laying down the standards – assimilation, into mainstream ex: “be like us”, not interested

· From the community: Self-appointed Muslim spokespeople believing themselves incapable of error. Believing they are representative and those who disagree with them are not representative. Arrogance.   

· Need to come to a place of permission to speak for yourselves w/ out fear. Until we will do that we will not move ahead. 

· Tired of “right” Muslim and “wrong” Muslim labeling. First of all I am human a woman, I want to be free.

· Fear around integration, holding onto separate identity.
· In many European cities migration patterns  - immigrant geographic is growing 

· Only similar plans in USA

Hopes:
· Rise of China creates competition, undermines complacency – enabler of knowledge.

· Also, emergence of new power starts a shift in thinking – brings humility to many Americans, for example, and gives some Muslims a feeling of justice.

· A new generation who are artistic, entrepreneurs, or entrepreneurial artists – more effective communicators or moderation.  Part of self-defining and promoting pluralism.

· Enourmous appetite for “other side” to understand what’s going on with Muslims

· Even anti-Americanism can have silver lining, compelling Americans to engage!

· The position of Muslim girls and women in Holland – insisting on more freedom thanks to education. Women are enablers of integration! 

· In US, Muslims are becoming wealthier and mightier and getting more involved as citizens and not just consumers.

· Real advances in Islamic civilization came from the edge (e.g. Cordoba was not in the center: Persians, Turks, Uzbeks – the center grows complacent and edge must hustle) – Today, the edge of the Ummah is the west – our frontier. The danger is jettisoning tradition in favor of new-fangled fads.

Country-specific Issues:

Canada:

· In danger of losing critical spirit for fear of offending Muslims (e.g. sharia law/cartoons)

France:
· Citizenship not always constructive

Germany:

· Citizenship about blood etc.

Netherlands:

· Muslim live there physically but don’t want to be there.

UK:

· No constitution as in US

US:

· Most Muslims are middle-class. American Muslims are completely assimilating. Study abroad and return to lead communities.  

· Major mechanisms such as media controls image/perception of Muslims, often originating in America, and our nuances get lost.

· Native born Muslims and so many non-Muslims have no knowledge of rest of world. How about job creation program that sends Americans abroad?

Group 6:
Nejib Zaafrani, Itrath Syed, Amin Azimi, Afeefa Syed, Famile Arslan, Olga Gora

Frustrations:

· Double standards (treatment of Muslims vis-à-vis non-Muslims, especially immigrants)
· Problems (socio-economic) being “Islamized”.  
· Every migrant perceived as being Muslim, hence a criminal

· Image so poor: Muslims on defense and lacking capacity to deal with this and other key issues.

· Muslims own “enemies”: leading to low self-esteem, limiting potential

· Affects all generations, who will be blind to positive aspects

· Muslims not moving on

· Muslim leaders not speaking to world, just limited Muslim communities (not enough dialogue)

· Knowledge amongst non-Muslims is poor

· Development agencies not aware of culture, languages, etc

· Muslims created as the “anti-citizen”, the “other”, which conditions Muslim psychology

· Gender politics limits experiences and engagement of women

· “What is a Muslim” is ill-defined

· Burden on Muslim women is heavier as having to prove themselves in so many areas

· Muslims not getting together and not getting act together (lack of vision and strategy)

· Muslims not treated on equal footing even on international development stage

Country-specific Issues:

Canada:
· New community of Muslims, in the process of developing its presence

· Relationship between Muslims and the state different as colonialist/imperialist influences have lesser presence in debates

Germany:

· Muslims don’t feel accepted as Germans, so don’t describe themselves as Germans (very weak identification with country)

· World Cup has had positive influence, first time “immigrants” waving flag

Gulf:

· Low confidence, “inferiority” complex vis-à-vis “blue-eyed foreigners”

· Chances not always given to locals

Netherlands:

· Muslims not feeling accepted 
· Islamization of socio-economic problems 

UK:

· Muslims feels its best place to develop potential and grasp opportunities despite evident negative media attention and perception

US:

· Muslims feel they have tremendous responsibility to explain what ‘American’ means to the rest of the world

Questions:
What about “Muslim Integration” excites you?

· Negative attention on Islam encourages people to learn and talk about Islam

· Americans waking up to realities of civil-rights crackdowns (ie: Patriot Act)

· Muslims more politically involved and motivated to engage (but lacking coalitions)

· Immigrant presence in Germany becoming normal, such that being Muslim and Germany may become normal and acceptable

· Young talent and leadership in West able to take challenges faced and turn into opportunities

· UK government receiving some pressure from Muslims to act in a positive way constructively
What are enablers within your own country?

· Examples of other communities’ struggles (homosexual rights, Jews etc)

· Coalitions of Muslims within countries but also with all other empowered groups

· Support of other marginalized groups

· Government legalization and attitudes: They’re defining standards of ‘us’ so Muslims assimilate and perform according to their expectations whilst losing values and identity

· Citizenship and loyalty

· Youth confidence

· Organization like ASMA and MCB playing some role but grassroots need to hold them (government?) accountable

· Empowerment of women can be an enabler in the future but its not a reality yet

Group 7:

Malika Laraj, Mona Eltahawy, Mustapha Kara Ali, Humaam Mazyek, Jamilla Jafer, Amara Bamba, Zakir Karim
Frustrations:
· Hearing frustrations by Muslims against the ‘West’

· Lack of Muslims to reciprocate

· ‘Victimized’ mentality and inability to move beyond it

· Confusion – conflation of religion and culture

· Tired of always claiming the universality and adaptability of Islam

· We are not now re-claiming our Western past

· Needing to promote human-human relations

· Integration in social relations

· Internal – clarify our constructs for ourselves

· External – informing non-Muslims

· ‘Double Speak’

· One way in ourselves and another in religious terms

· We can differ, don’t need to be superficial in dialogue

· We (Muslims) focus too much on differences

· Having to be positioned “good Muslim”/ “bad Muslim”

· We don’t have to integrated in a ‘mixed culture’

· Interpretation of differences is problem

· Few peoples’ actions representing the majority

· Using religion politically

· Integration/unity within our community

· Frustrated by ethnic-identity

Country-specific Issues:

Australia:

· Newly emerging Muslim community – grappling to find a way beyond

· Building from Muslim-Western experience

Belgium:

· Internal Muslim community (Moroccan)

· New community interfacing with mainstream Belgium

France:

· To make peace – de-colonize history

· Need leaders (national)

· Platform of communication

Portugal:

· Internal community divisions

· Insider/outsider identity

US:

· US policy in Muslim world

· Post 9/11 America and civil rights concerns

· Immigrants vs. African-American Muslims

Questions:

What about “Muslim Integrations” excites you?

Australia:

· Theologians “coming out” to engage critically

Canada:

· Post 9/11 security and policies, making generalizations in targets

· Reactive approach on issues

· No institutional presence

· New questions asked and answered

France:

· We are young and rich with education allowing for a lot of opportunities

Germany:

· Immigrant worker ‘mentality’

· No infrastructure in society

· Availability of time (next generations) to sort it out

Portugal:

· Seeking truth enabled by living in the west

US:

· End dichotomy between ‘western’ and ‘Muslim’

What are enablers within your country?

Australia:

· Geographic position between Muslim world and non-Muslim world

Belgium:

· Possibilities to learn

Canada:

· Social/capital in Canada
France:

· Ignorance of French government unites Muslims

Germany:

· Now forced to “work” through issues

Portugal:

· Not seen as threat – riding on good relations

US:

· All are welcome and easy to be American

Group 8:

Hanif Escudero, Siraj Kugle, Tayyeb Shah, Debbie Almontaser, Zahra Jamal,  Naz Georgas, Nidal
Frustrations:

· Dealing with Muslim men with a narrow mind or insecurity around outspoken women.

· Dealing with older generation, who reject music and arts in Islam for example: Having to educate other Muslims about Islam.

· Narrow-minded world-view of some Muslims.

· Frustrated with people who confuse culture with religion and at being dismissed as “not a real Muslim because of appearance or opinion” 

· Frustrated with homophobic and misogynist sentiments among Muslims or people talking about Quran without reading it.

· Frustrated at lack of dialogue between Muslims and non-Muslims.

· Irritated at stereotypes of Muslims by the media.

· Frustrated at being the “token Muslim” and not recognized for having a real agenda.

· Angry at Muslims for not being seen as a normal part of wider society.

· Ignorance of Islam in wider society.

· Lack of unity among Muslims themselves in dealing with the wider society.

Country-specific Issues:

Denmark:

· Being a very new minority in a very homogenous society.  And Muslims don’t have scholars/intellectuals/spokespersons to represent them.

Netherlands:

· Militant secularism

Spain:

· The state supports the Catholic Church financially, but not other religious minorities.

UK:

· Lack of government understanding of causes of Islamic extremism (ie: foreign policy)

US:

· Patriot Act and loss of civil liberties under Bush Administration

· Legal restraints placed on Islamic charities

· Wahhabi/Salafi assumptions

Questions:
What are enablers within your country?

Denmark:

· Increasing emphasis on integration rather than isolation/assimilation.

· Search for principles.

Spain:

· Important role of “converts” to Islam in Spain.  Overcomes the separation between “Spanish” and “Muslim”.

UK:

· Muslims enjoy citizenship rights fully.  In a culture of “fairness” in Britain, and a traditional skepticism of government and the Anglican Church.

US:

· Many Muslims are educated professionals and able to inform and influence government, media, and institutions.  There are many resources open to Muslims.

· A conflict between “assimilation” or “isolation” groups among Muslims.  Now a question of “integration”?

· There are NGOs that help promote civic engagement for Muslims.  Ethnic groups are forced to come together…to transcend their ethnic particularities.

Group 9:

Nadia Sweeny, Fatih Alev, Saleemah Abdul-Ghafur, Mustafa Hamurcu, Amina Ceric, Kustaw Bessems
Frustrations:
· Tired of denying suffering of Bosnian muslims
· Puzzled that danes expect new immigrants to become danes straight away
· Frustrated that Muslims judge internally ( not enough intra-faith dialogue
· Tired of Muslims having to defend themselves all the time since 9/11 & murder Theo van Gogh & frustrated that “integration” really means assimilation
· Angry Muslim organizations are too Arab & that some Muslims claim one truth & say other Muslims are not true Muslims & when Muslims don’t take responsibility
· Muslims shouldn’t have victim mentality

Country-specific Issues:

Bosnia: 

· Not recognizing aggression ( “civil war”

Denmark: 

· Right wing coalition obeying nationalist party

France: 

· Colonialism 

· Laicité ( rigid division 

· Gut & religion

Netherlands: 

· Dialogue always possible

US: 

· Foreign policy flawed

Questions:

What about “Muslim Integration” excites you?

· Sarajevo – because of war experience – as starting point for World peace

· Muslims in West can have impact on Muslims elsewhere & let them return to tolerance etc.

· Muslims getting organized despite of difficult position

· Muslims getting more knowledge about both their own faith & society around them

· Probably soon, new left wing cabinet

· Cartoon crisis has shown something wrong in Denmark (disrespect) & helped Muslims in Denmark
What are enablers in your country?

Bosnia: 

· Bridge function

Denmark: 

· Harsh debate trains Muslims in arguing their case

France: 

· Many Muslims there could have power

Netherlands:

· Educated, new generation 

· Political representation
US:
· Diversity (ethnic etc)

· Muslims educated and wealthy
Group 10:

Reza Aslan, Anas Osman, Baber Siddiqi, Hussein Rashid, Anne, Lejla, Tine
Frustrations:

· The ‘Islamophobia stick’ limiting religious fate 

· The question of belonging 

· The Dutch politics (double standards) 

· Either radical or secular

· Genuine human problems argued as a problem of Islam

· Stereotyping

· Politicized identity within Muslim communities

· Lack of gratitude towards the society

Hopes:

· The Indonesian attempt to create an ‘Islamic Democracy’

· Cultures seeking dialogue with each other

· The possibility of exporting ‘the modern Muslim’ as an offered role model

Country-specific Issues:

Denmark/Netherlands:

· Discriminative/strict emigration laws

· Radicalized political tone

UK:

· Muslims left out of the discussions within their community

US:

· Voluntary Muslim isolation
Group 11:

Masud Khan, Hannah Mir, Mounir Azzaoui, Saman Ahsan, Racquel Wanrooij, Sara
Frustrations:

· Intransigence of older generations, not reaching out nor grateful in establishing Muslim communities, infrastructure etc

· Engagement with non-Muslims

· Muslims get stereotyped and representation typecast in the media is not a true representation

· Fear of being open, participating, expressing, and sometimes offending

· Lack of understanding about history in West (one-sided education)

· Fears of non-Muslims with regard to Islamic power and influence

· Frustrated about being judged as a Muslim

Hopes:

· The outcomes of the MLT and the process

· New generation of Islamic scholars who are better equipped to apply Islamic teachings to modern/Western context

· New collective voice – applying new perspectives to find a new solution

· Incredible wealth of talent in Muslim community

· Increasing number of partners/coalitions

· Sincerity to seek to understand one another (in both Muslims and non-Muslims)

· Hopeful about future

· More debate, openness, dialogue on both sides

Country-specific Issues:

Denmark:

· Welfare state, trying to integrate its citizens based on its own understanding

· Not understanding the other

· Country’ policies have also been misunderstood by the rest of the world

Germany:

· Integration of Islam into ‘State-Church law’

Netherlands:

· Change from an inviting country to a defensive one (after 9/11)

· Negative immigration policy

Switzerland:

· Lack of awareness and information on Islam and Muslims

UK:

· Disillusionment with present government and its support for war, creating perception that there are suicide bombers everywhere

· Erosion of civil liberties in exchange for more police powers (executive)

US:

· Being a Muslim under a government that I don’t like nor support policies of that government, in particular foreign policy

Questions:

What are enablers within your country?

Denmark:

· Debate following cartoons was much needed

· Created openness to talk about these issues, cultures, and religions

Germany:

· Tradition to see Islam in positive light historically – classical literature influence – also not a colonizer

Netherlands:

· Debate culture – television programs, meetings, discussions – generally as well as about Islam and related issues

Switzerland:

· Inclusive, multi-cultural, cosmopolitan, merit-based society

UK:

· Society is much more tolerant, multi-cultural – political system recognizes faith as important part of life

· Recognition of need to engage Muslim communities (post 7/7)

US:

· Open education system, interfaith dialogues going on since long-time, even before 9/11

Group 12:

Youssef Azghari, Mahmud Al-Rashid, Sayyeda Mirza, Marc Atencia, Karen Klose, Siddik Bakir
Frustrations:

· Lack of education, honesty, knowledge among Muslims
· Lack of good media coverage
· British unjust foreign policy. Degradation of the rule of law and civil liberties
Questions:

What about “Muslim Integration” excites you? 
Germany: 

· Identity struggle

Portugal: 

· Religious equality

Spain: 

· Lack of cooperation between immigrants and Spaniards.

UK: 

· What does it mean to be British?

US: 

· Civil liberties

What are enablers within your country?

Germany: 

· Identity struggle

· Hope in the democratic process

· Optimism in the next generation

Netherlands:
· Mixed marriage; future Muslim woman/mothers

Portugal:

· Interfaith cooperation

· Assimilation 

· Government initiatives

Spain:

· Immigration as a priority on the political agenda

UK:

· Hope in the British sense of fair play

· British understanding of many cultures

US:

· American Muslims are comfortable in their own skins
· Faith in media, potential to demystify Islam
Group 13:

Riem Spielhaus, Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, Mehmet Kaplan, Ndeye Andujar, Sultan Muhammad, Su’ad Abul-Khabeer, Yousuf Siddiqui
Frustrations:

· Constant surveillance of Muslims when they think aloud (journalists, cameras, intelligence services, researchers)

· Imbalance between amount of discussion and action about CHANGE

· Implicit assumptions of integration

· Mixing integration with assimilation

· The way the discussion is framed makes certain people invisible

· Muslim = immigrant in perception

· US: half of Muslims are INDIGENOUS, tensions between indigenous and immigrant Muslims

· Shadow of Holocaust

· Perception that country has solved the ‘problem religion’

· Denial (war, racism, class)

· Fear to lose control of Catholic Church

· Denial/Ignorance of Islamic past

Hopes:

· Limitation to one identity = Muslim

· Outstanding importance of religion

Questions:
What about “Muslim Integration” excites you?

Germany:

· Muslims participate and contribute already on every level of society

Spain: 

· Chance of shaping Europe

· Muslims from EU can influence

Sweden: 

· See progress in inner-Muslim communication

US: 

· Integration in West

· It’s inevitable

· Problems create interest 

· Creative energy of Western Muslims (rap, music, art…)

What are enablers within your country?

Germany:

· Pluralism of Muslim community

Spain:

· The possibility to contribute to the Ummah

· Education enables immigrants
Sweden: 

· Protectiveness socially (security)

· Integration gives safety

US:

· Importance/Acceptance of religion

· Potential of intellectual and political freedom
· American ‘can-do-all’- attitude
· Indigenous population
Group 14:

Ummar Arshed, Pia Steenstrup, Shakil Osman, Kecia Ali, Mustafa Suleyman

Frustrations:

· Tired of having this debate

· Tired of focus on:

·  Hijab

· Women’s status

· Oversimplification and catch phrases( both from Muslim and Non-Muslims

· Tired of other people thinking all Muslims are terrorists

· Non-Muslim: Mutual prejudices, Media tendency for one-sided

- Danish people don’t know much about Islam

· Tired of focus on differences not commonalties

- Basis of Islam or traditions

· Angry about the need for integration. Why not just co-existence ( impetus on minority

· Angry about perception that Muslims are immigrants

- It is racial and ethnic prejudice



- Integration not useful
· Integration implies dichotomy

· What more do I need to do or be to be West

· No serious talk on Islam

Country-specific Issues:

Denmark: 

· Need for dialogue

· Respect for religion – particularly other religions, from everyone – mainly governmentt
· One Ahmadiyya Mosque – nothing else, only prayer rooms

Portugal:

· Dialogue

· Respect lacking for Muslims from people and Government

· Lack of info

UK:

· Challenges w/ right wing press and its rhetoric

· Education underachievement ( Indians ↑, Pak./Bang↓

· Blair = Poodle to US Imperial Problems

· Muslim puppets

US:
· Courageous Muslims are those ‘West’ want to hear ( Media does opposite to put conservatives as representatives
· Ideological climate of suspicion = War on Terror

· Daniel Pipes and other right wing institutes

· Poisoned government initiative and academics

· Israel and Palestine ( Right wing bias

· US Imperialism ( also losing tangibility with the term
Questions:

What are enablers within your country?

Denmark:

· Will from mayor in Copenhagen to build Mosque

· Increase debate on this Mosque

· Just got first Muslim graveyard

Portugal:

· Creation of more schools of religious education

UK:

· Foundations (non-Muslim) in UK willing to fund Projects

US:

· Very diverse Muslim population

· 1st Amendment: Freedom of religion

· Free press = publish in journals, etc. – Lacking in other societies

· Can say the outrageous (as long as do not cost extreme harm)
· Interesting mix of converts, immigrants, 2nd gen.

· Potentially more dynamic engagement w/ Islam

· US Muslims going after tradition

· More going over seas to study = Modernity and Tradition

· Mixed debate on the American groups

· An American Muslim narrative = English articulate

· Our presence here

· Zaytuna, Nawawi, etc.

· Bad thing: Media centralization ( But Muslims can publish

Group 15:

Reema Siddiqui, Fathi el Abed, Nuri Friedlander, Viyan, Jamila, Abdoolkarim Vakil
Frustrations:
· Facilitator did not facilitate, too many interruptions
· hijab = oppression

· Muslim bothering of non-muslims

· Policing of Muslims 

· Sick and tired of having to prove Muslims are not all alike

· Unquestioned acceptance of universalized western narrative and stereotyped Islamic tradition

· Integration vs. Assimilation

Country-specific Issues:

Denmark: 

· Main issue – explain diversity of Muslims

· Circumscribing “Muslim” identity

· Practicing vs. not practicing 

Portugal:

· Lack of a distinctive Muslim voice

· Integration “too” successful

· Political class – is open to “secular” muslims not to “shariatization” of politics and the State

· Negotiate strategy – reeducate Muslims about Sharia

· Or renounce Sharia to appease

· Connects back to authority

· Context: Muslims among
· Society of other religious communities

· Secularist fundamentalist society

US: 

· Imams failure to lead

· What constitutes relative authority

· History of tolerance of ‘communities’

· Importance of openness

· Recognition and valorization of multiple identities
