Discuss the Undiscussable

Group exercise

Wisdom Wall
Tired About:

Intra-Muslim Concerns:

1. Intolerance of diverse interpretations amongst Muslim community

2. Lack of strong, Muslim leaders and an infrastructure sustaining the leadership

3. Lack of forum for open dialogue

4. Muslim “victim” mindset

5. Conflation of political/social/human issues with religion

Social Concerns:

1. Misrepresentation of the Islam and Muslims (labeling, stereotyping, scapegoating)

a. Generalizations based on terrorism and gender imbalance
b. Categorization of extremes: “good/bad” “secular/radical”

c. “Islamophobia”

2. Confusion of integration and assimilation

3. Ignorance of Islam, Muslims, and general history whether amongst wider community or Muslims themselves

Political Concerns:

1. Lack of government recognition of roots of extremism (eg: foreign policy, socio-economic issues etc.)

2. Government skepticism and intolerance

3. Restriction of civil liberties and rule of law

a. No transparency and accountability

Gender/Sexuality Concerns:
1. Inequality of women and double standards imposed on them
2. Intolerance towards homosexuality

Media Concerns:

1. Misrepresentation of Islam and Muslims

· Labeling, stereotyping and scapegoating by the media

· “Islamophobia”

· Conflation of non-religious issues with religious matters
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Excited About:
1. New, Muslim generations are educated, well-rounded and motivated to explore oneself, one’s faith, and others

· More involved in all levels of community and becoming more politically active

· Developing innovative methods as youth development, art, music, etc

· Developing strategic solutions: delving to roots and finding answers

· New Islamic scholars better equipped to find complimentary of Western traditions and structure with Islam

2. Muslims in the Americas and Europe are setting the paradigm for future progress

· Understanding of spirit of Islam outside of tradition and culture

3. The growing civil society response, whether Muslim or non-Muslim
· Building partnerships with non-Muslim organizations

· Active response to the needs of the community and also challenging discrimination and restriction of civil liberties

4. Widening interest in Muslim-Western relations

5. Increasing tolerance and advancement towards pluralism

· Religious equality
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Country Specific: Barriers and Enabling Structures
Australia:
1. Muslim community is welcomed, educated and establishing foundations

Belgium:
1. Lack of credibility and representation of Islam

2. New, Muslim community interfacing with Belgium community

3. Increasing quality of religious school teachers

Bosnia:
1. Government Profiling

2. Islam is well integrated due to long-standing history and presence in the region

3. Well-organized institutions promoting Muslim advancement and leadership

4. Ability to promote Islam in the EU as a member nation
Canada:
1. Skepticism of government and government profiling

2. Little institutional presence

3. In danger of losing critical spirit due to fear of offending Muslims

4. New generation developing Muslim presence

5. Open-minded communities, complimentary to pluralism

Denmark:
1. Skepticism of government and unfair policies

2. Cartoon incident demonstrated need for dialogue

3. Increasing mindset towards integration and not assimilation

France:

1. Rigid secularism (laicité)
2. Colonial mindset and history hampering country’s progress and foreign relations
a. Scapegoating immigrants of previous colonies
3. Education system promoting equality
4. “Private Sector Diversity Charter” promoting positive discrimination with emphasis on Muslims
Germany:

1. German identity struggle making it difficult for Muslims discover their own

2. Difficulty to integrate Muslims into “State-Church Law”

3. Muslims don’t identify with the country

4. Expanding definition of citizen to include immigrants

5. Growth of inter-faith dialogue

6. Public initiatives as holidays like “Open-Mosque Day”
Italy:
1. Lack of dialogue with Catholic Church
2. Low level of education amongst Muslim population

3. Judicial settlement allowing free expression of faith
Netherlands
1. Skepticism of government

2. Muslims do not identify with the country

3. Need for dialogue

4. Debating culture allows for critical discussion and self-examination

5. Muslims gaining traction in the political community

6. Educated women furthering Muslim advancement especially in regards to previously held notions of gender roles

Norway:
1. Dominance of Christianity in school

2. Growing civil society response (eg: Muslim Social Advisory Council)

Portugal:

1. Lack of respect for Muslims amongst people and government

2. Lack of a distinctive Muslim voice

3. Lack of inter-faith cooperation

4. Growing amount of religious education
Spain:
1. Government support for the Catholic Church but not other faiths

2. Lack of cooperation between immigrants and Spaniards

3. Increasing role converts play in merging Spanish-Muslim identity
Switzerland:
1. Society is inclusive, multi-cultural and merit-based and welcomes Muslims

United Kingdom:
1. Government’s submission to US foreign policy deterring Muslim partnerships

a. Causing the erosion of the rule of law and civil liberties

2. Misrepresentation by the press

3. British identity crisis

4. Culture of equality and fairness seeks to include Muslims

5. Wide spectrum of Muslim diversity

6. Commonality of citizens to view the government and Church with skepticism
United States of America:
1. Conflicting government policy: initiatives to further intercultural understanding are overshadowed by imperialistic foreign policy

a. Favoritism of Israel poses an issue
2. US media shaping a negative perception of Islam and Muslims

3. American-centric perspective does not look past national and economic interest

4. Muslims are consumers of the society and not active citizens

5. Society of “melting-pot” pursuing the “American Dream” allows for recognition and valorization of identities

6. Freedom of religion

7. Shift of American Muslims, who are well-educated, towards leadership roles as gaining traction in communities

